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The Cast
Penelope Sycamore—Leela Bassuk
Essie—Piper Wenzel
Come to Cedar Rapids and visit us in the heart of Czech Village .

Rheba—Grace Huber

Mon-Thurs : 7am-5 pm

Paul Sycamore—Matthew Harper

Fri & Sat : 7am- 8pm

Mr. De Pinna—Cade Koch

Sun: 10am-5pm

Ed—Jacob Heid
Donna—Amy Evans
Martin Vanderhof—Noah Tiegs
Alice—Kate VanderLeest

Wilma Henderson—Annie Peterson
Tony Kirby—Brandon Burkhardt
Boris Kolenkhov—Ethan Seylar
Gay Wellington—Mary Mondanaro

Mr. Kirby—Alex Granfield
Mrs. Kirby—Ashlynn Dale
G-Men—Damarius Levi, Kayla Luegering, Heidi Vogts
Olga—Sasha Tyler

Cast & Crew Bios
Amanda Aaberg (production)
This is Amanda’s third show with Theatre West and her third with production. She
loves the crew and the people in it.
Abigail Arens (set)
This will be Abigail’s third Theatre West production. She would like to thank Mrs.
Rocarek, Mrs. Nahra, and Jeff for allowing her to participate in this show.
Barbara Badovinac (set)
Barbara is so excited to be a part of this show! She'd like to thank Jeff and her crew
for a great experience.

Thomas Barker (sound)
This is Thomas’ seventh show with Theatre West. Thomas would like to thank his
friends and family and his legs for always supporting him, his hands for always staying
by his side, and his fingers because he can always count on them.
Leela Bassuk (Penelope Sycamore)
Leela is so excited to perform in her eighth Theatre West production! She would
like to thank her family, friends and dog for their love and support.
Samma Behnami (makeup)
This is Samma’s second time being involved in theatre on makeup crew and enjoys
getting to know the cast members as well as the crew members.
Jaya Blanchard (stage manager)
This is Jaya’s third show with Theatre West. She is very excited to have been introduced to this amazing program and these amazing people. She would like to thank
Jenna Choi and Kate VanderLeest for getting her started with Theatre West.
Megan Boland (set)
Megan is very excited to be a part of Theatre West again. She would like to thank
her parents and family for giving her this opportunity.
Breanna Bradshaw (stage manager)
Bre is excited to work on her third show with Theatre West! She’s looking forward
to working with a great group of people, especially Dominic Weston.

Riley Brunk (costumes)
It wasn’t until Riley’s sister Morgan made her watch Project Runway with her that she
knew clothes were her calling. Riley has previously acted in a show but wanted to do crew
to decide what she liked better. Riley would like to thank her parents for the constant
support and her sister for making her watch what she assumed was the dumbest show
ever.
Emma Brustkern (props)
This is Emma’s third show on props with Theatre West, and she hopes to have many
more. She would like to thank her friends, her parents, and all of Theatre West for this
opportunity.
Janaya Buns (costumes)
Last year Janaya got the wonderful experience of working on the set crew for Cinderella
and is yet again having a blast being a part of Theatre West. This time Janaya is working
with costumes.
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Brandon Burkhardt (Tony Kirby)
Brandon Burkhardt performed in Cinderella last spring and is excited to be in his second
Theatre West production! Previous roles included Damn Yankees (Sohovik), The King and I
(Prince Chulalongkorn) and The Sound of Music (Kurt) with ICCT and Amahl and the Night
Visitors (Amahl), Jane Austen's Persuasion (Young Charles), Alice in Wonderland (Cheshire
Cat), Hansel and Gretel, and Carmen in Chicago, NYC, Wisconsin, England, Scotland, and
Coralville. He is a sophomore and member of GTC, Concert Choir, Wind Ensemble, and
Jazz Ensemble. Thank you to Mrs. Nahra, Mrs. Rocarek and the entire cast and crew for
awesome memories that “we CAN take with us!”
Elizabeth Burns (hair)
This is Elizabeth’s third show on crew at West and she loves her friends in crew and the
cast members are super fun.

Ellen Burns (makeup)
This is Ellen’s fifth time being involved in a Theatre West production. She loves working
with such fun people!
Sophia Chen (set)
Sophia Chen has been making art her entire life- but painting set is an entirely new endeavor for her. She would like to thank her art teachers and family for their support.
Grace Christopher (hair)
Grace Christopher is a freshman at West High. This is Grace’s first year working on Theatre West crew and is excited to be helping.
Alyssa Clark (sound)
This is Alyssa’s fifth show with Theatre West. She loves working with everyone to create
something beautiful. Shout out to sound fam and James Patterson the #1 bae.

Catherine Collins (sound)
This is Catherine’s second show with Theatre West and she is very excited to be
involved with the program again. She would like to shout out her sound fam for being awesome.
Abbie Cram (props)
Abbie is a junior at West and this is her third show doing props. She enjoys taking
long walks to the fridge and sitting in front of the fireplace while marathoning TV
shows. She is so happy to be here.
Callie Dains (set)
This is Callie’s second Theatre West production and she is very excited to see the
turn out. She would like to thank her family, friends, and Ethan for being so supportive.
Ashlynn Dale (Mrs. Kirby)
This is Ashlynn’s sixth show with Theatre West, but more prevailingly, her third
show in a row as a mother. Shout out to all the mothers out there! Theatre has
thought her that nurturing children can be a troubling task.
Aaditya Deshpande (props)
Aaditya enjoys slaying dragons, flying spaceships, and doing a wide range of sub-par
accents, but doesn’t resemble a person most likely to speak with those respective
accents.
Braedyn Dochterman (set)
Braedyn Dochterman is happy to be a part of Theatre West for a second year. He
also is the artist for West Side Story and a member of Anime Club and Amazon
Club. He is also addicted to Coca-Cola and doesn’t want to change!
Kiera Dudley (production)
I decided to join the production crew this time around because I wanted to experience a new section. I would like to thank Tea McBride
Molly Erickson (hair)
Molly is super excited for her third show at Theatre West! She’d like to thank everyone because people have made everything on this little planet possible. She hopes
you enjoy the show!
Amy Evans (Donna)
Amy Evans is a senior who is super excited to perform in her tenth Theatre West
production! She would like to give a huge thank you to the cast, crew, and directors.
It’s been awesome. Amy would like to remind everyone to go see SPIT in January.
Alex Granfield (Mr. Kirby)
Alex is very excited to be a part of his third show at West. He would like to dedicate his performance to two of his queens, his dog Cannoli and Beyonce. He would
also like to know, WHERE’S THE DINNER?!?!?!

Nick Haddy (set)
Nick would like to thank his family for letting him do this. He would also like to thank
Nahra, Jeff, and Ro for a great show!
Raneem Hamad (set)
This is Raneem’s fourth show with Theatre West and she’s very glad that she
continued participating in it.
Megan Haman (production)
This is Megan’s third show with Theatre West. She enjoys working with everyone on
the cast and crew and she can’t wait for the shows to come. She would like to thank
the entire Theatre West for making the experience so much fun!
Abby Hansen (hair)
This is Abby’s first time participating in a Theatre West production other than SPIT.
She is very excited she gets to participate in the program before she graduates.
Alex Hanson (lights)
This is Alex’s third Theatre West production. He is part of the lighting crew. He wants
to thank his friends and family for all of their support.
Carrie Harper (costumes)
This is Carrie’s first show with Theatre West. She wants to thank her family for giving
her love of the theatre. She also wants to thank Mrs. Nahra, Mrs. Rocarek, and Becky
for giving her this great opportunity.
Matthew Harper (Paul Sycamore)
Matthew is excited to be a part of his fifth Theatre West Production! You may have
last seen him sitting on a pumpkin playing with animals, but now he has more fun with
explosions, don’t worry. He would like to thank Nahra and Ro for letting him be part
of another fabulous production.
Jacob Heid (Ed)
This is Jacob's fourth show with Theatre West. As a result of this show he will be
dropping out of high school to pursue a career in xylophone performance.
Megan Hill (lights)
Megan is a junior and this is her fourth show with Theatre West. She would like to
thank everyone who helped make this show so great.

Timothy (T.J.) Hillberry (set)
T.J. Hillberry is happy to say that this is his third Theatre West production and would
like to thank all of his friends in Theatre West for making it so enjoyable.

Grace Huber (Rheba)
Grace is a senior this year at West High. She is involved in choir, show choir, band,
community theatre, and is also directing this year’s SPIT show. She wants to thank the
directors and production team for such an amazing show. As always, she dedicates her
performance to her sister, Lily.
Anjali Huynh (makeup)
Anjali has always loved watching Theatre West productions, and being a part of the
crew for the first time is an incredible experience. Anjali would like to thank her family
and friends for all the love and support they’ve given her.
Nada Ibrahim (production)
This is Nada Ibrahim’s first year in a Theatre West production and she would like to
thank her peers for accepting her with open arms in something new for her.
Asha Irani (production)
This is Asha’s third production. She enjoys long walks, puppies, and most flowers.
Elaina Irving (props)
This is Elaina’s second show with Theatre West. She recently did props on Cinderella
and she’s excited to be back! She hopes you enjoy the show!
Akar Jani (set)
This will be Akar’s fifth show with Theater West working on set. Akar would like to
thank Jeff for constantly putting up with him through the hours of hard work and exhaustion.
Mara Jensen (set)
This is Mara’s fifth show and she has really enjoyed it. She would like to thank her family for all their support.
Mikayala Johnston (sound)
Look what I did, Mom! I love you Mufassa. Lalw, swag money, #yaaaaas.
Catherine Ju (set)
This is Catherine Ju’s third show doing set with Theatre West and she is so pumped to
get to work with everybody again.
Christine Kallsen (assistant stage manager)
This is Christine’s seventh show with Theatre West. She is excited to start her senior
year with a great show, cast, and crew!
Angie Kalwies (set)
Angie Kalwies is a senior and is very excited to be working on the show. This will be
her fifth show. She would like to thank her friends and family for all the support.

We’re so glad you are carrying on the family tradition!
Love Mom, Dad, Abby, and Thomas
Walter and Amy Sparks

Bronze Level

Susan Johnson and Ann Rhomberg

It’s exciting to see Ethan on the Theatre West stage after a few
year’s break from his roles in children’s theatre in elementary
school.
Dale and Jenny Seylar

Theatre West isn’t Anime , but you still get to cosplay.
Darrin and Christine Thompson

Grampa, hope you remember more of your production than
Penny does of her Maq Valley performance.
Carolyn Laxson and Richard Tiegs

Good luck to the entire cast and crew!
Joe and Rebecca Truszkowski

The performance sounds great, Ian.
Love-Dad, Mom, and Sumner
Andrew and Elizabeth Wallace

Parent Sponsorship
Gold Level
Best of luck!
From Mom, Dad, Nicholas, and Emma
Anna and Jim Barker
Ellen and Elizabeth-Congratulations on another outstanding
Theatre West production. We admire your dedication and hard
work. Love, Dad and Mom
Paul and Joan Burns

Mary—So proud of you and the person you are.
Have fun!
Love you, girl-Mom, Dad, Lauren, and Anna
Jim and Maureen Mondanaro

We are proud of you Kate! Good luck to the entire cast and crew!
Love-Mom, Ben, and Ryne
Craig and Sara VanderLeest

Congratulations to all of the performers, teachers and crew
members! Have fun Piper—keep enjoying your senior year!
Love ya-Mom, Dad, Karl, and Jack
Doug and Lori Wenzel

Silver Level

Alex Bassuk and Yamini Bhagwat

Break a leg, Amy! We love you!
Love, Dad, Mom, Kelly, Tom, and Jill
Anne and Tom Evans

Taylor Kass (production)
This is Taylor’s third show with Theatre West. She would like to thank her parents for their
continued support and encouragement. Enjoy the show!
Jared Kiebel (assistant stage manager)
This is Jared’s fifth show with Theatre West. He is excited to be an assistant stage manager
this year and would like to thank Mrs. Nahra for the opportunity. Also he would like to
thank all the directors, tech, and actors for putting in long hours to make this show possible.
Emerson Klever (lights)
Emmie Kelver is a sophomore at West High School. She is very excited to be part of her
second Theatre West production on lights. She would like to thank Alyson Kuennen for
getting her involved in such an amazing program.
Katie Klopp (props)
Katie is back for her seventh show at Theatre West. Shout out to the props squad. She is
so happy to be here.
Cade Koch (Mr. De Pinna)
This is Cade's first year getting involved in Theatre West and he's very surprised he made
the cast. He'd like to thank whoever is reading this. Yes, you, reading this program!
Annika Kopf (props)
How do you make an artichoke? You strangle it. You can’t run through a campground. You
can only ran, because it’s past tents. What does a clock do when it’s hungry? It goes back
four seconds. Enjoy the show!
Sidney Kout (production)
This is Sidney’s first time participating in Theatre West. She is excited and plans to do it
again next year. She would like to thank her family for their loving support.
Melanie Kroon (props)
Melanie has been involved in several productions at school and at church, yet, this will be
her first time working behind the scenes. Melanie is confident that this play will be a success.
Thank you.
Aaron Kruger (lights)
Aaron Kruger is excited for his third show with Theatre West. He has performed and
worked tech in multiple plays. He thanks his parents for rides to rehearsals. Proud equity
member.
Alyson Kuennen (lights)
This is Alyson’s third production at West and she couldn’t be more excited. She’d like to
thank her parents for their endurance when it came to transportation.

Andrew Lamkins (sound)
Andrew is thrilled to be a part of Theatre West this year. This is his first time working a production.
Damarius Levi (G Man)
Damarius would like to thank God and all of his family, friends, and supporters. He
would also like to thank Mrs.Nahra and Mrs.Rocarek for letting him participate in
another Theatre West show.
Kayla Luegering (G Man)
This is Kayla's eighth show at Theatre West. Kayla would like to thank her family,
friends, Nahra and Ro! She is excited to play a forthy year old man instead of a seven
year old girl!
Shea Lewis (hair)
Shea would like to send a special thanks to Charlie—she doesn’t know what she’d
do without him!
Hannah Luce (props)
Hannah Luce is a sophomore participating in her first year of Theatre West. Props
to Marina for keeping the props crew in line. Also, special thanks to the directors.

Piper Wenzel (Essie)
Piper is a senior and is honored to be in her fifth Theatre West production! This
is her fourteenth production with previous roles in Theatre West as Joy in Cinderella, Annie in Annie, and Serena in Legally Blonde. Piper would like to thank the directors and all the students behind the scenes for helping to make the show a
huge success!
Harry Westergaard (props)
Harry is a freshman at West High and is excited to be part of his first production.
In spare time, he likes watching movies and writing.

Dominic Weston (lights)
Dominic is so excited to be in his second year of Theatre West. He would like to
thank Bre for being so fabulous.
Maddee Whitehead (makeup)
Maddee is thrilled to take on her junior year and fifth show with Theatre West.
She would like to give a shout out to her makeup squad as well as her BFF’s and
fam. Rock on!

Kailin Lust (production crew chief)
This is Kailin Lust’s fifth production with Theatre West and third as the production
crew chief. She would like to thank her parents for their love and support, her sister
Tori for her friendship, and Ro for writing this bio for her.

Artur Wolniak (set)
Artur jest aktywnym i wesołym członkiem ekipy zajmującej się scenografią. Pracuje
on pręznie i jest zawsze gotów do pomocy. W chwilach wolnych zajmuje się
uczeniem na AP Chemie i flirtowaniem z dziewczynami.
Artur is an active and cheerful member of set. He is hardworking and always
ready to help. In his free time he studies for AP Chemistry tests or is flirting with
girls.

Maya Magaraci (production)
Maya is so glad to be a part of such a fun experience with Theatre West for the
third year in a row.

Caroline Young (hair)
This is Caroline’s first year at West High and first Theatre West production. She
hopes to stay involved throughout her high school career.

Xena Makky (props)
Xena is a sophomore and this is her second production and she is really excited.
Thanks to everyone who came out to see this. Hope you enjoy.

Lydia Youngquist (props)
Lydia is a sophomore at West High. She’s so excited to work on her second production with Theatre West. She wants to thank her family and friends for convincing her to join.

Zainab Makky (production)
This is Zainab’s first Theatre West production and she would like to thank her family and friends for their encouragement to try something new!
Kiah Martin (hair)
This is Kiah’s first theatre experience of hopefully many, and she would like thank
her dog, Lilo.
Isabel (Izzy) Martinez (props)
This is Izzy’s second time being part of the props/tech crew. She is really eager to be
joining again! She is so happy to be here.

Shelby Zukin (makeup)
This is Shelby’s eighth show with Theatre West! She is always involved in a show
in and out of school. Enjoy the show!

Tyler Thomasson (props)
Tyler is a sophomore at West. He is very excited to take part in his third Theatre
West production. He would like to give a big thank you to his parents for their
love and support
Maddy Thompson (props)
Maddy is a freshman at West High, and participating in theater for the first time.
Maddy would like to thank West High for this new experience.
Noah Tiegs (Martin Vanderhof)
Theatre West has finally aged Noah into an old man. Noah would like to dedicate
his performances to his grandpas, and hopes their youth, enthusiasm, and pizazz
never dwindle.
Anna Truszkowski (set)
Oh boy is Anna excited! This is the second Theatre West production she’s been
involved in, and she’s so glad she got the chance to work with such great people!
Sasha Tyler (Olga)
This is Sasha's second show with Theatre West. She has also been in productions
with City Circle, SPIT, Nolte, and Young Footliters. Her free time is spent studying dance, voice, and acting at Nolte Academy, as well as rehearsing for Showtime. She would like to thank Nahra and Ro for the opportunity!
Kate VanderLeest (Alice)
Kate is a junior and is thrilled to be in her fourth Theatre West production and
to finally be Piper's sister instead of her cousin! She most recently played Mrs.
Darling in Nolte Academy's Peter Pan and Serena in Oklahoma City University's
Legally Blonde. She would like to dedicate this performance to her brothers Ben
and Ryne who have had to watch her stage kisses in three different shows now. :)

Heidi Vogts (G Man)
Heidi is a sophomore and this is her first time acting in a Theatre West show,
though she did tech last year. She is so excited to participate! When she isn't acting, Heidi can be found painting, singing, slaving over homework or falling down
stairs. She hopes you enjoy the show! *sheep noise*

Quintessa (Tessa) Maxey-Kinney (set)
This is Tessa’s second production at West. She’s on lease from Hollywood. She
would like to thank her friends and family for their continued support. Thanks and
enjoy the show!!
Tèa McBride (production)
Let’s go production crew! They are rainbow squad!! Tèa would like to thank Bryanna
Elder for getting her into this, and Ro for being awesome. Go Ro! Go Ro!
Bridget McKenna (makeup crew chief)
This is Bridget’s fourth show with Theatre West and she is very excited to work with
the cast and crew. She would like to thank Nahra, Ro, Jeff, and Becky for their hard
work and dedication.
Caitlyn McKenna (hair crew chief)
Caitlyn is excited to be helping with her fourth Theatre West production! She would
like to thank Nahra, Ro, Becky, and Jeff for all that they have done to make this show
happen! She would also like to thank her family and friends for their support.
Katie Mehaffy (set)
Katie is a freshman so this is her first time participating in Theatre West. She enjoys
photography, art, and anything outdoors. She would like to thank her family and
friends for all the support they have given her.
Mary Mondanaro (Gay Wellington)
This is Mary's fourth Theatre West show, and she is so excited to continue her career in Theatre West! She would like to thank Nahra, Ro, Ralph, and her parents Jim
and Maureen for making this all possible!
Andrea Morgan (production)
Andrea would like thank her parents, Al and Jolyn, for supporting her in everything
she does. Love you two so much!
Maddie Moriyama (hair)
Maddie Moriyama would like to thank the directors and amazing crew chiefs for this
wonderful opportunity.

Ian Wallace (sound)
This is Ian’s first year in theatre, and he is excited to finally try it out. He is looking forward to learning new skills in theatre. He hopes you all will enjoy the show
and have a great time.

Maryam Musa (makeup crew)
Maryam would like to thank everyone for coming tonight. Everyone has worked very
hard and they hope you enjoy the play!

Sophie Waterman Hines (set)
Sophie is a freshman who just started working with drama. She would like to
thank her friends and family for helping her.

Marina Paul (props crew chief)
Marina is a junior, and this is her fifth show doing props for Theatre West. She’s like
to thank Mrs. Nahra and Mrs. Rocarek for giving her the opportunity to be head.
She’s so happy to be here.

Sofia Perez (makeup)
This is Sofia’s second show doing makeup for West High. She’s extremely excited to
see the show. She knows everyone will do amazing!

Allie Schmidt-Morris (set)
Allie gives thanks to her mom, her sister, her dad, her cat, her other cat, and her
tortoise.

Annie Peterson (Wilma Henderson)
This is Annie's fourth show with Theatre West, and she has also been a part of SPIT
for four years. She would like to thank the cast and crew for making this experience
so fun and her family, J.K. Rowling, and Michael Scott for all they do for her.

Haley Schneider (production)
This is Haley’s second time with Theatre West. She is glad she could come back for
her senior year and is excited to be working on production.

Lucy Polyak (makeup)
This Lucy’s first show with Theatre West and she’s very excited to be a part of such
a wonderful team!

Megan Schneider (hair)
When Megan isn’t doing hair, she can be found attempting to flip cups on various
parts of her body. Shout out to Arielle Comellas because Megan is her #1 fan. Also
to her small, Indian, now Texan friend, Anna Koveer.

Payton Proud (makeup)
This is Payton’s third show with Theatre West, but her first time on the makeup
crew. She would like to thank Bridget for being awesome and she hopes you enjoy
the show.

Ethan Seylar (Boris Kolenkhov)
This is Ethan Seylar's second Theater West Show. He would like to thank his family,
friends, Callie, the directors, and the art of Russian Ballet for the role.

Bailey Raso (lights)
This is Bailey’s third play that she has participated in. She loves crew and loves doing
lights.

Safeya Siddig (props)
This is Safeya’s second year of joining Theatre West, and she is very excited to continue to make new memories with the rest of the crew and cast.

Gracie Rechkemmer (set)
This is Gracie’s third show with Theatre West. While not participating in theatre,
she can be found collecting plastic silverware and jamming with Jesus.

Wala Siddig (set)
This is Wala’s third show with Theatre West and she wishes to continue working
with the loving cast, crew, and directors. She is very excited to be working in this
show and hopes everything turns out great!

Lydia Rhomberg (set)
This is Lydia’s fourth show with Theatre West and she is really ecstatic to be doing
another play at West. She’s like to thank her parents for allowing her to have this
experience and also for her sisters for encouraging her.

William Sparks (set)
William is fifteen years old and has a job at Fareway on Mormon Trek. He didn’t take
drama in junior high, but he is willing to help and participate in Theatre West.

Sadie Rhomberg (hair)
This is Sadie’s third Theatre West production and would like to thank her family.
She’s excited for the show.

Claudia Smith (set)
This is Claudia’s first Theatre West production. She is excited to finally be a part of
Theatre West and would like to give a shout out to her parents for supporting her.

Breana Rinker (set)
This is Breana first show with Theatre West. When she is not participating in theatre, she can be found making dinosaur noises and running like a deer.

Sam Sunderland (lights)
Sam is a freshman. Sam has no theatre experience but has performed for a few occasions. Sam would like to thank Artur Wolniak for getting me to join the crew which
was a great move.

Nicole Ritchey (costumes/set)
Nicole really enjoyed putting together this show for you and she hopes you enjoy it
just as much! Shout out to her family and friends for being such dears.

Claudia Tait (makeup)
It’s been a solid four years of Theatre West for Claudia. She would like to give a
huge shout out to the best director ever and her tech squad.

Hannah Schillinger (props)
For the past three years, Hannah has turned this is at the very last minute. She is
making improvement, and is this year turning it in the morning of the day it’s due,
instead of the afternoon. Shout out to the fam and props squad. She’s so happy to
be here.

Katrina Tanner (lights)
This is Katrina’s first time working with lights for a play. Recently, she has assistant
directed Ozma of Oz with Young Footliters. She would like to thank her dad, mom,
Sandy, and Megan for all their help and support.

